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WORLDLINESS 

In our ordinary thought a person is worldly who plays cards, 
goes to the theater, and dances. True, those Christians who regard 
these matters as social conventions deny any necessary loss of 
spiritual interest, but the three practices remain the bete noire of 
many pulpits. Young people who would avoid worldliness are 
told to choose between Christ and card-playing, prayer-meetings 
and theaters, heaven and dance halls. 

It is not our purpose to say that such vehemence of preaching 
has no justification. Frivolity always threatens to usurp control 
of character. Insatiable desire for amusement may very well 
argue a personality that is silly and debilitated. But worldliness 
is worse than frivolity or revolt against puritanical restrictions. 

Worldliness is the active distrust of the supremacy of spiritual 
realities. 

The early Christian did not abandon his early Jewish philos- 
ophy of history. Time, he believed, broke into two parts — "the 
present world" and "the world to come." The former he believed 
was under the control of its Prince Satan; the latter would be under 
the dominion of God. The two worlds — or ages — were thus 
opposed to each other, and the subjects of the Kingdom of God were 
not to compromise with the kingdom of Satan, under whose control 
they temporarily were, pending the coming of the Kingdom of 
their God and of his Christ. To be worldly was to be disloyal to 
their true king and country. 

m^& w^r^ *^Wf 

The same sharp contrast must be felt today, even though the 
scenario of the world-drama of the Pharisees may no longer be 
accepted literally. Worldliness is disloyalty to the things of the 
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spirit, a reliance upon forces and beliefs that deny the power of the 
spiritual order. 

We are worldly when we believe that the final appeal in 
matters of individuals and nations must be to force. Such dis- 
loyalty to the absolute ideals of Jesus is born of a long pedigree, 
but its immediate ancestor is fear of physical evil. We are ready to 
be friends with our neighbors provided the police will guarantee 
the peace. We do not believe that friendship and just dealing 
will make the police unnecessary or mere keepers of the socially 
insane. 

We are worldly when as individuals or as a nation we seek our 
own advantage at the expense of someone else. Not all the com- 
mercial success imaginable can wipe away the stain of economic 
injustice. What shall it profit men or nations if they gain the whole 
world and lose their own souls ? 

We are worldly when we plead custom or respectability to 
justify selfishness. Laws that embody this attitude of mind are 
whitewashed tombs that make contamination easy. Philosophies, 
vocabularies, uniforms, and brass bands are no excuse for a soul or 
a nation that seeks profit from another's misery. 

We are worldly when we make Jesus a theological doctrine and 
replace his teachings by ecclesiastical authority. 

We are worldly when we seek to avoid the sacrificial giving of 
justice by substituting charity or by mere doctrinal propaganda. 

It is this sort of worldliness that will corrupt and ruin ideals. 
It cannot be fought by diatribes against social customs or by tracts 
against the use of tobacco. Social customs and personal habits 
may indeed be worldly, but they belong to the small rather than the 
great worldliness. Their abandonment may not argue that we 
have escaped the world of force and hate and selfishness that fights 
against the Kingdom of God. 

(^* f3^ qp* 

We have a God as great as our ethical tasks; let us serve him 
whole-heartedly . 

To do less is to be a renegade like Demas who "loved the 
present world." 



